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On January 30, 2014, for its inaugural show, Azart Gallery is pleased to present “The Many 
Faces of KIN (←→)”, an exhibition that celebrates the release of Pat Metheny’s newest 
recording on Nonesuch Records and a glimpse into the evolution and execution of the amazing 
cover design by Doyle Partners, one of the most prestigious and successful design studios in 
New York City.  
 
Many of Pat Metheny’s earlier covers have involved collages and with this record he wanted a 
return to that kind of imagery. “From the very beginning of my career, the album artwork of each 
project has had an important place in the overall identity of every recording. I have been lucky to 
work with many of the best art directors around and have particularly enjoyed being able to work 
with Stephen Doyle and his team on several occasions.”  
 
 Metheny continues, “I have always felt a kind of resonance with an aesthetic that imposes the 
juxtaposition of differing colors and textures in close proximity, since to me that is often a core 
element in the music that I have made.” 
 
“The key challenge this time was to see if there might be a collage image that would also scale 
down to the tiny formats found in the ITunes sites of the world where the album covers are often 
smaller than a postage stamp. Stephen came up with wonderful concept that had deep 
resonance with whole idea of “kin” and ancestry while maintaining the mandate of scale - but 
most importantly to this gallery event, it is a beautiful sequence of pieces of stand alone art”. 
 
“As Stephen and his team developed this amazing image, I couldn’t help thinking that the 
evolution of the piece was something worth documenting. It was such an incredible process. So, 
at each step along the way as new elements of the collage were added, ultra hi-resolution 
images were made. In the end there were 200 steps, which means that there are 200 distinct 
images that make up the trajectory”. 
 
"To create an image representing Pat's notion of "kin"—that we are all connected by our 
humanity and histories" says Doyle, "we wanted to create a faceted face, representing all races, 
and collage was the perfect medium to assemble an iconic image of "everyman" composed of 
color and culture, scraps of printed media, torn from magazines. Each scrap contains its own 
DNA but is re-purposed to a new destiny, a modern mirror that reflects a little bit of each of us, 
just like the music. Ben Tousley, a member of our studio, has created a visually rich tapestry 
and documented its evolution in a compelling filmic record.  This exhibition pulls back the curtain 
to allow visitors into the creative process, each step a worthwhile work in its own right." 
 
These 200 images were made into a short film loop that has accompanied the pre-release 
material and in just a few weeks has garnered tens of thousands of views on YouTube. The film 
loop will be on view at the gallery. 
 
Doyle Partners, based in New York City, merges expertise in graphic design, communications, 
advertising and marketing in a small studio environment. After twenty-five years, the firm 
continues to impress a broad roster of clients with design concepts that are active and 
engaging, implemented with discipline and imagination. 
 
Pat Metheny, born in Kansas City, Missouri, is a world renowned composer, bandleader and 
guitarist and a 20 time Grammy winner. His latest recording is KIN (←→) which will be released 
February 4 on Nonesuch records. 
 

Azart Gallery is open Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 6 pm and by appointment 


